


SYNOPSIS
In Liberia female genital mutilation is legal *.
It is practiced as an initiation into a secret society of women, known as 
Sande, which is spread in 11 of the 15 counties of the nation.
Sande is considered the guardian of the tradition and the culture of the 
ancestors, therefore it is untouchable. In its “bush schools”, whose rite of 
access is the cut of the clitoris, the girls spend a period from few months 
up to three years, in order to learn the respect for the elderly, their duties 
of future wives and mothers, dances and songs. And they remain totally 
illiterate.
The “bush schools”, inaccessible to those who are not part of the secret 
society, receive regular licenses from the Ministry of the Internal Affairs.
So far, Sande’s enormous political influence has held back Parliament 
from enacting a law criminalizing female genital mutilation.
While in many African countries decades of female battles have succe-
eded in reducing genital mutilation and making it punishable by law, in 
Liberia this journey has just begun. 
Giving voice to three Liberian activists for women’s rights, at risk of 
their lives for their courage to stand against Sande, this film joins their 
painful and passionate denounce. With the purpose of raising an inter-
national outrage that manages to put an end to this cruel traditions. 

* According to the UNICEF, 200 million women worldwide have suffered from female genital mutilation. 
The practice has been condemned by numerous UN resolutions, by the European Union and by the 
African Union itself. Among the 27 African countries where female genital mutilation is widespread, only 
five have not yet approved a law that criminalizes it: Liberia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Chad and Mali.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
My trip to Liberia to make this film was gloomy, tense, marked by resistan-
ces, silences, threats. It was painful to see how much the issue of female 
genital mutilation, which in almost all of Africa is publicly discussed and 
opposed after decades of feminist battles, in Liberia is still covered by a veil 
of reticence. 

With this film, I want to give voice to Liberian women who are bravely strug-
gling to build a new future. And they need a strong international support in 
order to push their government to change course.
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